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Synopsis

Tiny Haines, Alaska, is ninety miles north of Juneau, accessible mainly by water or aira «and only
when the weather is good. There’s no traffic light and no mail delivery; people can vanish without a
trace and funerals are a community affair. Heather Lende posts both the obituaries and the social
column for her local newspaper. If anyone knows the going-on in this close-knit towna «from births to
weddings to funeralsa sshe does. Whether contemplating the mysterious death of eccentric Speedy
Joe, who wore nothing but a red union suit and a hat he never took off, not even for a haircut;
researching the details of a one-legged lady gold miner’s adventurous life; worrying about her son’s
first goat-hunting expedition; observing the awe-inspiring Chilkat Bald Eagle Festival; or ice skating
in the shadow of glacier-studded mountains, Lende’s warmhearted style brings us inside her
small-town life. We meet her husband, Chip, who owns the local lumber yard; their five children; and
a colorful assortment of quirky friends and neighbors, including aging hippies, salty fishermen,
native Tlingit Indians, and volunteer undertakersé +as well as the moose, eagles, sea lions, and
bears with whom they share this wild and perilous land. Like Bailey White’s tales of Southern life or
Garrison Keillor's reports from the Midwest, NPR commentator Heather Lende’s take on her offbeat

Alaskan hometown celebrates life in a dangerous and breathtakingly beautiful place.
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Customer Reviews

Life in Alaska is different. Life in small-town Alaska is quite a bit different. Haines, a community in
the Southeastern region of the state, has a population of only around 2,000 people. The high school

has a mere 100 students, with a grand total of two school buses to transport them. Though most of



the roads are now paved, there is still not a single traffic light. Nobody puts numbers on their
houses, because there is no individual mail delivery - all mail is picked up at the post office. There
are few land routes in and out of the town, and air and water travel are limited to good weather
conditions. The town has no hospital. Those needing medical care beyond what the local clinic can
attend to must either fly to Juneau, Alaska’s capital, or drive to Whitehorse, in the Yukon
Territory.Author Heather Lende moved to Alaska with her then-newlywed husband right after
graduating college, spent a short time in Anchorage, and then traveled to Haines where she has
lived ever since. She writes the obituaries for the Chilkat Valley News, the local newspaper, as well
as a column entitled "Duly Noted," which consists of short blurbs about current minor news related
to the community. Through her work at the paper, gathering information for the obituaries she
writes, she has become very close to many members of the community, and has many heartfelt and
interesting stories to tell. This is the focus of the book.Other reviewers have criticized the book for
being too "self-centered" but that is exactly what a memoir is - a personal reflection. Flip to the back
cover and you'll see "Travel / Memoir" printed right above the barcode.
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